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The Presidency Letter  
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n° 26            November  201 8 

The President words  
 

During the seminar at our Governing Council Meeting in 

Calabria, we dealt intensively with the topic of climate 

change and the resulting consequences for forestry in 

Europe. Looking back at ending year 2018, with extreme 

weather conditions, an exceptionally long-lasting heat and 

dry period, and a Europe-wide mass proliferation of the 

bark beetle, even the last doubter may have realized that 

climate change is not an invention of the Chinese, but an 

ongoing process that is already well advanced. Everybody 

in society should have realized meanwhile that Climate 

Change is the dominating challenge of our time. 

  

At the same time, the Mid Term Review of the EU Forest 

Strategy is being prepared in Brussels. The EU Forest 

Strategy's aim was to describe the role of forestry as a key 

actor in the fight against climate change and to coordinate 

the different fields of action affecting forests and forestry. It 

will be interesting to see how the current problems of 

forestry will be taken into account in the update of the EU 

Forest Strategy. 

 

While forestry is increasingly being affected by the effects 

of climate change and is making, at the same time, a 

significant contribution to the fight against climate change, 

two problem areas are emerging from a forestry perspective: 

¶ Due to society caused damages and the need for 

action in forestry, the economic situation of many 

forest enterprises deteriorates dramatically without 

forest owners and forest managers receiving 

adequate compensation from the Society for 

ecosystem services and climate-friendly forest 

management. 

¶ On the other hand, there is still a lack of adequate 

coordination of the different and sometimes 

contradictory expectations of forestry services. For 

forest owners and forest managers, for example, it  
 

 

 

 

 
 

is hardly possible to provide more wood for the 

bio economy and, at the same time, to implement 

additional restrictions on use and set-aside for the 

preservation of biodiversity. Much more coherency is 

needed in the forest policies. 

 

As the representative of European professional forest 

managers, the UEF will address these two issues, in 

particular in upcoming discussions on the EU Forest 

Strategy in Brussels.  

 

Meanwhile wintertime is coming closer and hopefully 

there will be winter weather once against. There are 

only a few weeks remaining until Xmas and the UEF 

Presidency wishes you and your families a nice 

winter, white Xmas and a peaceful Xmas time.    MD. 

                                               

                  

UEF seasonõs greetings 
 

 

UEF wishes you and your k in a 
happy and peaceful Xmas and  New 

Year Eves. 
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UEF news 
 

 

XXI  UEF Governing  Council  M eeting                  
In Cosenza I taly  

27-30 September 2018 
 

 

The Italian UEF member, CONAF (Consiglio dell’Ordine 

Nazionale dei Dottori Agronomi e dei Dottori Forestali) invited all 

members of the UEF in Italy, Calabria region, to the XXI 

Governing Council Meeting 2018. 

This GCM took place in the National Park of Sila, from Thursday 

27th to Sunday 30th of September 2018, near Cosenza, in the 

mountain village Camigliatello Silano. It was a surprise to discover 

this "little Scandinavia" in the very Southern part of Europe and 

Italy, with mountain forest landscape in a skiing resort. 

  

The Governing Council Meeting took place at the “Cupone Visit 

Center” of the National Park of Sila, in the surroundings of 

Spezzano della Sila. 

All guests were hosted in very nice conditions in the “Tasso Hotel” 

in Camigliatello Silano, 10 km far from the Visit Centre, with a 

warm Italian welcoming. 

  

The GCM allowed all the delegates of the 16 organizations members from 14 countries to have an overview of 

the activities and projects of the UEF, with a lot of information from the Presidency. 

You can download all the presentations from our web site in the Meeting section. 

  

A field tour in the national park Sila gave a chance to every 

participant to discover the Calabrian mountain landscape and 

especially the really wonderful "Gigante della Sila", a very old 

protected Pinus nigra calabrica small forest. 

  

As promised, it was a really tasteful experience, organized by our 

Italian colleagues from CONAF-Italia and the regional Order of 

agronomists and foresters of Calabria. 

  

Together with Mattia Busti , Lina 

Pecora, Roberto Sabatino and the 

Calabrian President Francesco 

Cufari , the local organization 

committee organized a fruitful 

Governing Council Meeting in Italy in 

a perfect way, as President Michael 

Diemer thanked during the farewell 

dinner. 

 

  

Next year, for the first time, our GCM will be in Switzerland not far from 

Liechtenstein, in Maienfeld.                                                                           HNR.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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UEF activities  
 

UEF and CONAF -Italia International seminar                                                                 
òSustainable forest management for development and promotion of 

ecosystem servicesó 28th September 2018 

 

The Union of European Foresters together with CONAF-Italia  organized a 

new International seminar. 

This seminar took place in the Cupone Visit Centre of the National Park of Sila, 

in Spezzano della Sila. 

The President of the CONAF-Italia regional Order of Calabria, Francesco 

Cufar i, opened the seminar with warm thanks to all authorities and organizations 

supporting this important event. 

Michael Diemer, UEF President, started with the seminar, in front of an 

important audience. 

 

Marco Bonavia, Consigliere Nazionale CONAF/CONAF Board Member 

introduced the seminar with: “La Gestione attiva delle foreste per la 

valorizzazione e promozione di beni e servizi ecosistemici”:  Sustainable forest 

management for development and promotion of ecosystem services. 

 

Then Giorgio Matteucci, Direttore Istituto per i sistemi agricoli e forestali del 

mediterraneo ISAFOM/ Director of the Institute for Agricultural and Forestry Systems in the Mediterranean CNR-

ISAFOM presented  “Cambiamenti climatici e foreste: gestione multiuso per la mitigazione e l’adattamento 

(esempi pratici)”:  Climate change and forests: multipurpose management for mitigation and adaptation 

(with practical examples).  

Francesco Iovino, Dipartimento di Ingegneria Informatica, Modellistica, Elettronica e Sistemistica DIMES – 

Università della Calabria/Department of Informatics, Modeling, Electronics and Systems Engineering - DIMES – 

University of Calabria followed their presentations with “Indirizzi operativi per una gestione sostenibile delle 

pinete di laricio in Sila”: Operative addresses for sustainable management of Calabrian pine forest in the 

Sila mountain rage. 

 

Stefano Scalercio, Consiglio per la ricerca 

in agricoltura e l’analisi dell’economia 

agraria - Centro di Ricerca Foreste e 

Legno/Research Centre for Forestry and 

Wood presented “Biodiversità 

dell’ecosistema forestale a pino laricio: 

popolazioni relitte e processi evolutivi in 

atto nel Parco Nazionale della Sila”: 

Biodiversity of the Calabrian black pine 

ecosystem: relict populations and 

evolutionary processes in the Sila 

National Park. 

Salvatore Di Fazio, Coordinatore del 

Corso di Laurea magistrale in Scienze Forestali e Ambientali, Università “Mediterranea” di Reggio Calabria, 

Dipartmento di Agaria/Director of the masters in Forestry and Environmental Science programme Mediterranea 

University of Reggio Calabria, AGRARIA Department presented the interesting “I servizi ecosistemici culturali 

del paesaggio forestale. Patrimonio ed aspetti educative”: The cultural ecosystem services of forest landscape. 

Heritage and educational aspects. 
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After that, Tomasz Markiewicz (Poland), Vice president of UEF 

and Director of the Regional Directorate of Polish State Forests 

National Holding presented “Due problematiche forestali in Polonia”: 

Selected two problems of Polish forestry. 
Hasan T¿rkyēlmaz, President of “Chamber of Forest Engineers” of 

Turkey presented his delegation and his organization to the 

participants. 

And Andrea Bellusci, Federazione dei Dottori Agronomi e Dottori 

Forestali della Calabria concluded with “Il ruolo del dottore forestale 

della gestione sostenibile del patrimonio boschivo in Itala e 

Calabria”: The role of professional foresters in sustainable forest 

management in Italy and Calabria. 

Michael Diemer, UEF President and the representative of the On. 

Dott. Mario Oliverio , President of Calabria Region, concluded this 

interesting and top-level seminar, making a summary of the main 

ideas developed through the whole morning.                             HNR. 

 
 

UEF activities  
 

UEF was invited to  the òForest for the Independent Republic of Poland 
Conferenceó in Warsaw  

 

Under the patronage of the President of the Republic of 

Poland, Andrzej Duda, the Polish Ministry of 

Environment and the State Forest National Forest Holding 

of Poland organized a conference entitled "Forest for the 

Independent Republic of Poland" on 8th of September 

2018 in the Belvedere Palace in Warsaw.  

More than 100 participants met President Duda, Minister 

Kowalczyk and Director General Konieczny at the opening 

event for the Environment Protection Days.  

 

The conference aimed to commemorate the regaining of 

independence of Poland and the 100th anniversary of the 

existence of the forest administration in Poland. 

 

 

 

 

 

UEF attended this interesting and high-level event and was invited to 

participate actively in the conference. 

 

UEF President Michael Diemer made a presentation on "UEF and 

participation of Polish forestry in international perspective". 

 

UEF was also represented by the former President Prof. Piotr Paschalis 

Jakubowicz and by Vice President Tomasz Markiewicz.              MD..                                             
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UEF activities  
 

A new joint statement from  forestry and agricultural sectors  
prior to the publication of the mid -term review of the EU forest strategy   

including UEF  in October  2018 

 

On 15th October 2018 Union of European Foresters signed a new joint statement 

prior to the publication of the mid-term review of the EU Forest Strategy, with 

CEETTAR,  CEI-BOIS, CEJA, CEPF, CEPI, COPA COGEPA, ELO, 

EUSTAFOR, FECOF and USSE. 

  

Our UEF President, Michael Diemer signed this letter in the name of the UEF - Union 

of European Foresters with: 

CEETTAR  – European Organisation of Agricultural, Rural and Forestry Contractors  

CEI-BOIS – European Confederation of the Woodworking Industries  

CEJA – European Council of Young Farmers  

CEPF – Confederation of European Forests Owners  

CEPI – Confederation of European Paper Industries  

COPA COGECA - European Farmers and European Agri-cooperatives  

ELO  – European Landowners’ Organization   

EUSTAFOR – European State Forest Association  

FECOF - European Federation of Forest-Owning Communities  

and USSE – Union des Sylviculteurs du Sud de l’Europe 

  

You can download this statement from our web site. 

UEF thanks all the foresters for their support in this crucial EU level topic.        HNR. 

 
 

The UEF XXII Governing Council 2019                                                                      
in Maienfeld Switzerland  13-16 June 

 

  

For the first time in the UEF history, our Swiss members will welcome the UEF delegates at a Governing Council 

Meeting. 

 

The meeting will be organized in Maienfeld, in 

the Eastern part of Switzerland. 

The participants will be hosted in the forestry 

training centre Maienfeld. 

 

On 14th of June, an International seminar about 

ñClimate change and innovationò will be 

organized and followed by a field tour. 

On 15th of June, the UEF GCM will take place in 

Maienfeld with a guided tour in the near 

Bildungszentrum Wald. 
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The departure will be on 16th of June, with an extra field tour in the 

Swiss Alps. 

 

You’ll have on our web site the necessary information in order to 

register yourself when the registration is open at the beginning of 2019 

till the end of March 2019. 

 

The UEF flag given in Cosenza to our Swiss members will be in the 

Swiss blue-sky next year, welcoming the UEF delegates coming from 

all Europe.                                                                                     HNR. 

 
UEF activities  

 

A third regional training on forest pedagogy in Bulgaria  

 

The activities in the field of Forest Pedagogy in Bulgaria continue for a fourth 

consecutive year. Together with the capacity building of the foresters for work with 

youngsters, a number of educational events were held with children of different age 

groups throughout the country. 

After the three national and two regional trainings conducted from 2015 until now, in 

the beginning of October 2018, the third regional training on forest pedagogy was 

held. 

The training was initiated by the Ministry of agriculture, food and forests in Bulgaria 

and was supported by the Union of European Foresters. 

Representatives of 28 forests and hunting enterprises gathered together at the University 

Experimental and Training Centre “Yundola”, Bulgaria, where they had the opportunity 

to learn about history of the Forest Pedagogy, about its main principals of work, as well 

as the basic interactive technics for work with children. 

 

 

The seminar was led by Thomas 

Baschny, UEF secretary and 

representative of the Austrian 

Federal Ministry of Sustainability 

and tourism and a leading expert 

in the field of Forest pedagogy. 

His work was supported by Anna 

Petrakieva – UEF Treasurer and 

representative of the Executive 

forest agency in Bulgaria.    AP. 


